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The Victim Advocate

supports children and
non-offending family members

through the process of
responding to suspected abuse
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A Victim Advocate’s role is to reduce trauma, explain what is
happening, connect families with resources, and help ensure
the child's needs remain the priority.

Their responsibilities often include:

e Providing emotional support: They offer a calm, supportive presence
for children and caregivers before, during, and after interviews,
medical exams, or court proceedings.

e Explaining the process: They help families understand what to expect
during investigations involving law enforcement, child protective
services, prosecutors, medical exams, and mental health therapy.

e Crisis intervention: They help families cope with the immediate
emotional impact of abuse disclosures or investigations.

e Connecting families with services: They refer families to counseling,
trauma therapy, financial assistance, victim compensation programs,
support groups, housing resources, and other community services.

o Safety planning: If there are ongoing safety concerns, they help
develop plans to protect the child and family.

e Courtaccompaniment: If a case proceeds to court, they may
accompany victims and caregivers to hearings, explain courtroom
procedures, and provide support throughout the legal process.

e Advocating for victims' rights: They help families
understand their legal rights, including the 2
rights to be informed about the case, receive
notifications, and access victim services.

e Coordinating communication: They often
serve as a point of contact between the family
and the multidisciplinary team, helping answer
questions and reducing confusion.


https://www.instagram.com/cjc.wc/
https://www.facebook.com/cjc.wc/
https://cjcwc.com/
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	What we do
	The Victim Advocate
	supports children and  non-offending family members through the process of  responding to suspected abuse
	A Victim Advocate’s role is to reduce trauma, explain what is happening, connect families with resources, and help ensure the child's needs remain the priority.
	Their responsibilities often include:
	Providing emotional support: They offer a calm, supportive presence for children and caregivers before, during, and after interviews, medical exams, or court proceedings.
	Explaining the process: They help families understand what to expect during investigations involving law enforcement, child protective services, prosecutors, medical exams, and mental health therapy.
	Crisis intervention: They help families cope with the immediate emotional impact of abuse disclosures or investigations.
	Connecting families with services: They refer families to counseling, trauma therapy, financial assistance, victim compensation programs, support groups, housing resources, and other community services.
	Safety planning: If there are ongoing safety concerns, they help develop plans to protect the child and family.
	Court accompaniment: If a case proceeds to court, they may accompany victims and caregivers to hearings, explain courtroom procedures, and provide support throughout the legal process.
	Advocating for victims' rights: They help families
	understand their legal rights, including the        rights to be informed about the case, receive         notifications, and access victim services.
	Coordinating communication: They often
	serve as a point of contact between the family         and the multidisciplinary team, helping answer         questions and reducing confusion.
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